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For months now the Lord has been dealing with me on a subject that is very difficult to talk or write about, but which is very, very important.  It has been confirmed by people coming up to me and saying: "It is important that somebody teach about spiritual jealousy.  


On Saturday, February 23, 2008, the Gospel reading for Mass is Luke 15: 11-32, the parable of the prodigal son.  At the request of the John Paul II Institute for Divine Mercy, I presented a theological essay The Gospel of Luke: The Gospel of Mercy, at their Symposium in January 1999 in Washington, D.C.  I covered the Mercy Parables in Chapter 15 of Luke.  The actual recording of the essay is available in my CD Album: The Mercy of God.


The reason the eldest son doesn’t enter the celebration is really spiritual jealousy:  his father is “overly merciful” to his renegade younger brother.


Saint Faustina had people who were jealous of her keeping a diary, since she was of the second order of her community, those who did the menial work.  The first order taught and took care of the girls/students.  We find the information in footnote 3 of the Diary:



“During her stay in Vilnius, Sister Faustina was told by her confessor, Father Michael 



Sopocko, to write down her interior experiences.

When asked by someone in the Congregation why Sister Faustina had been writing a diary, Father Sopocko answered: “I was a professor at the Seminary and at the School of Theology of the Stefan Batory University in Vilnius at the time. I had no time to listen to her lengthy confessions at the confessional, so I told her to write everything down and then to show it to me from time to time. This is how the Diary came into being” (Father Sopocko’s letter of March 6, 1972).


We all, including myself, have been spiritually jealous of others and, also, on the end of the results of somebody being spiritually jealous of us.  I have been the victim and I have been the victimizer.  So I know from experience what I am writing about.  


It is one of the most pernicious, deceptive situations that you can get into.  Of all sins that happen, the worst sins that you can fall into are sins that are spiritually oriented.   That is because they are perversions of what God's virtue is.  I had one person say to me:  "Jealousy is a sin!"  Jealousy is not a sin.  What you do with jealousy is.  Just as anger is not a sin.  Anger is a justified emotion.  Otherwise, how could Paul say:  "Be angry and sin not." (Ephesians 4: 26).  Why would Jesus be angry in the Temple? Did He sin?  Of course not.  


Jealousy can not be a sin because in Deuteronomy Moses says: "...for Yahweh your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God." (Deuteronomy 4: 24)  So jealousy in a right sense can not be a sin.  It becomes a sin because of the perversion we do to it.  


Whenever and wherever a movement of God begins to take place, right before it you will find a perversion of it by the devil.  In our time when a new outpouring of the Grace of God is expected, a new wave is coming, a descent of the Holy Spirit in a new and powerful way, that all the saints and prophets of today are talking about, it should not surprise you that just before it begins, we see the rise of the New Age movement, a perversion of what God is about to do.  


So we, as children of God, must know and be able to discern the differences between what is correct and what is incorrect.  To help us understand this, let us look at an example from Scripture.


In the Book of Numbers we have the story of Phineas, a son of one of the Priests during the time of Moses.  When the Israelites settle in Shittim, they began to have intercourse with the Moabite women and then "bowing down" to Baal of Peor.  At the very entrance to the tent meeting, where Moses and Aaron and the Judges of Israel were weeping after hearing Yahweh tell them to put to death everyone doing this abomination, in walks an Israelite with a Moabitess into the alcove of the tent of meeting.  The religion of the Canaanites, of Baal of Peor, used temple prostitution as part of its religion.  You can understand why God didn't like Baal?  


This Israelite and the prostitute went into the alcove and proceeded to give worship to Baal by the act of intercourse right in the full sight of Moses and Aaron.  Aaron and Moses stood there looking at them totally dumbfounded, doing nothing.  But Phineas rises up, imbued with a spirit of jealousy of the Lord, goes out, gets a spear, and it says that he thrusts both of them through, one to the other just like shish-kabob.  


In my translation (The New Jerusalem Bible) Yahweh refers to Phineas as “he being the only one of them to have the same zeal as I have” (Numbers 25: 11b).  The reason I am using this example is: the word that is used for zeal in Hebrew is “qana.”  Qana is the same word for zeal.  God is called "El Qana," God the jealous, the Jealous One.  Now think about how easily the jealous and zealous can be perverted or distorted.  When God is jealous, He is a consuming fire.  He will consume anything that takes away love from Him.  You are the object of His love. And God becomes like a jealous husband.  Any thing that comes between you and Him is really adultery.  So idolatry, when you worship something else, is adultery.


My wife and I were at a party.  This happened when I was in the Military and we socialized a lot.  A particular friend of ours was an Air Force Colonel.  Whenever my wife was at the party, I would keep my eye on her because it would just be a matter of time before the Air Force Colonel would try to corner her somewhere.  And he said to her one time:  “Your husband won't ever let you out of his sight.”  No, I won’t.  I am very jealous of my wife.  She is a gift from God, literally, and I am going to watch out for her and keep my eye on her.  And God is the same with you.  He is jealous about you, and anything that comes in the way between His love of you and your love of Him is adultery, idolatry, and He will consume it.  


Paul understood this.  Paul went out and he started to preach the Gospel. We get a taste of what he is talking about in spiritual jealousy in First Corinthians, Chapter I, right at the beginning, verses 10 through 16 and I will read it very quickly.  

"Brothers, I urge you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, not to have factions among 

yourselves but all to be in agreement in what you profess; so that you are perfectly united in 

your beliefs and judgements. [11] From what Chloe's people have been telling me about you, 

brothers, it is clear that there are serious differences among you. [12] What I mean is this: 

every one of you is declaring, 'I belong to Paul,' or 'I belong to Apollos,' or 'I belong to 

Cephas,' or 'I belong to Christ.' [13] Has Christ been split up? Was it Paul that was 

crucified for you, or was it in Paul's name that you were baptized? [14] I am thankful I did 

not baptize any of you, except Crispus and Gaius, [15] so that no one can say that you were 

baptized in my name. [16] Yes, I did baptize the family of Stephanas, too; but besides these I do not think I baptized anyone." 1 Corinthians 1: 10-16

Paul goes on to discuss in detail ending up at the beginning of Chapter III with this: 

    
"And so, brothers, I was not able to talk to you as spiritual people; I had to talk to you as 

people still living by your natural inclinations, still infants in Christ; [2] I fed you with milk 

and not solid food, for you were not yet able to take it—and even now, you are still not able 

to, [3] for you are still living by your natural inclinations. As long as there are jealousy and 

rivalry among you, that surely means that you are still living by your natural inclinations 

and by merely human principles. [4] While there is one that says, 'I belong to Paul' and 

another that says, 'I belong to Apollos' are you not being only too human?" 

1 Corinthians 3: 1-4

We have rise above the circumstances that we are in.  There is one thing that we have to do as Christians and we have to imbue our whole understanding of our walk with Christ.  Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus and not on the other person.  When you look at the other person, you won't see the other person, you'll see Jesus in the other person and you will not be jealous of that person.  You will rejoice in the relationship that that person has with Jesus, because the more you see Jesus in that person, the easier it is for you to relate to that person.  When you see someone who has been imbued by God with the Spirit of contemplation and ecstasy, it is right to desire what they have.   It is wrong to be jealous of what they are doing.  It is wrong to be envious.  It is right to ask for a relationship with God that is equal to them, but unique unto you because you are an individual created in God's image and likeness.  It says in Jeremiah:  


"'Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to birth I consecrated you;

I appointed you as prophet to the nations.'"  Jeremiah 1: 5

 In Jewish understanding the name of the person is the essence of the person and when God calls you by name He has established you as a unique individual.  If you just understand that of the millions and trillions and billions and quadrillions people that God could have created in time, He chose you to be exactly the way you are because He loved you that way.  And that is why you are sustained in your existence.  And if God wants you to be you, then why do you want to be somebody else?  And that is what spiritual jealousy is all about.  

Jealously causes dissension, which causes frustration.  You should rejoice in the fact that you exist, that you were so blessed to be created uniquely, an individual that God could love in His unique way.  And if that were to happen you were to rejoice in every one else where they are.  

A priest once said it beautifully: A husband and wife are two in one flesh and when one gets ahead of the other spiritually, God makes up the time in between and brings the other one right along.  I have seen that happen all the time. 

My wife has always been light-years ahead of me.  And I am just catching up.  But it is by the Grace of God that it has happened.  I happen to have a big mouth and sometimes it gets me into trouble.  However, God uses it.  

Saint James talks about this thing called the tongue very well.  He says it is the smallest of all the organs of the body but it is the most lethal.  

"Someone who does not trip up in speech has reached perfection and is able to keep the 

whole body on a tight rein. [3] Once we put a bit in the horse's mouth, to make it do what 

we want, we have the whole animal under our control. [4] Or think of ships: no matter how 

big they are, even if a gale is driving them, they are directed by a tiny rudder wherever the 

whim of the helmsman decides. [5] So the tongue is only a tiny part of the body, but its 

boasts are great. Think how small a flame can set fire to a huge forest; [6] The tongue is a 

flame too. Among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a whole wicked world: it infects the 

whole body; catching fire itself from hell, it sets fire to the whole wheel of creation. [7] Wild 

animals and birds, reptiles and fish of every kind can all be tamed, and have been tamed, by 

humans; [8] but nobody can tame the tongue—it is a pest that will not keep still, full of 

deadly poison. [9] We use it to bless the Lord and Father, but we also use it to curse people 

who are made in God's image: [10] the blessing and curse come out of the same mouth. My 

brothers, this must be wrong— [11] does any water supply give a flow of fresh water and 

salt water out of the same pipe? [12] Can a fig tree yield olives, my brothers, or a vine yield 

figs? No more can sea water yield fresh water."  James 3: 2-12

You know, they say the pen is mightier than the sword.  And the tongue will outdo them both.  Unbelievable how you can literally decimate a person by one word.  There are few who can do it better than I have.  I have been able to speak one word and bring a person to utter tears and not even realize that I was doing it.  Just a slip of the tongue.  But then God can take that tongue and He can anoint it for teaching if I will let Him do it and it will confound those who are well educated.  I have had some great arguments with Theologians who have gone away shaking their heads, not because of me.  Indirectly, yes, because I was willing to get out of the way and let the Lord use my tongue and give me the gift of wisdom to answer them, even though I am not educated as they are.  I have a good education but not quite the quality that they have, but God uses the ignorant and the lowly and the uninitiated and uneducated to confound the brilliant.   But if you do it on your own you are into the realm where pride is taking over, and where pride is, a whole multitude of sins follow.  

There are seven Cardinal Virtues and there are seven Cardinal Sins.  They are named cardinal because "cardinale" in Latin means hinge and it is from them that everything unfolds.  The prime one is pride and out of pride comes envy and envy is a division of pure envy and pure jealousy.  They come, every one of them, from pride because pride puts self first and you cannot sin unless you start with self.  Sin is the only thing we own.  

James tells in Chapter 3:  


"Anyone who is wise or understanding among you should from a good life give evidence of 

deeds done in the gentleness of wisdom. [14] But if at heart you have the bitterness of 

jealousy, or selfish ambition, do not be boastful or hide the truth with lies;" 

James 3: 13-14


There is a whole series of sins coming out of one root sin for you find a lot of times in the Greek language that when things are given in series like "from A comes B comes C comes D," you go do this, this is going to follow.  It is sequential.  James continues:


"…this is not the wisdom that comes from above, but earthly, human and devilish. [16] 

Wherever there are jealousy and ambition, there are also disharmony and wickedness of 

every kind; [17] whereas the wisdom that comes down from above is essentially something 

pure; it is also peaceable, kindly and considerate; it is full of mercy and shows itself by 

doing good; nor is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it. [18] The peace sown by 

peacemakers brings a harvest of justice."  James 3: 15-18

That's where the bumper stickers wrong when it reads: If you want peace, work for justice. Justice comes out of peace.  The peace shown by peacemakers brings a harvest of justice.  Don't work for justice, work for peace and justice will be right behind it.  

Spiritual jealousy comes when you are promoting yourself instead of promoting God.  What does St. James mean in says 3: 14: [14] But if at heart you have the bitterness of jealousy, or selfish ambition, or in other words bitterness of envy.  

The Greek word for envy is the same word for zeal and for jealousy, “zelos."  "Simon the Zealot" was one of the disciples. Do not confuse Simon with the Revolutionary Movement called the Zealot Party, since it did not form officially until the winter of A.D. 67-68.  Simon the Zealot is one who has completely “sold out” to his faith.  One might call Rabbi Paul a Zealot.

What is the bitterness of jealousy?  It is righteousness that has turned into wickedness.  It is a perversion of God's jealousy.  It is taking the name of God as your defense in doing what you are doing.  God does not need you to fight for His name's sake.  He has never called anyone to go to fight to protect His name.  He can do a pretty good job of it Himself.  He has told you to take on the devil, He has told you to fight sin, but He has never said to go out and "protect my name".  

"Never try to get revenge: leave that, my dear friends, to the Retribution. As scripture says: 

Vengeance is mine—I will pay them back, the Lord promises. [20] And more: If your enemy 

is hungry, give him something to eat; if thirsty, something to drink. By this, you will be 

heaping red-hot coals on his head.”  Romans 12: 19-20

When you are overly righteous you end up taking things into your own hands.  You become a "Zealot" and you become a perversion.  The worst parts of the Inquisition are a prime example of righteousness gone wrong, when you stand in judgment of everyone by what you determine to be the standards.  

Now let's take a look at the meaning of bitterness of envy or jealousy.  One of the most difficult things to do is to have an argument with someone without getting emotional.  Especially if you are 100% Italian like I am.  My wife will say: "You are getting emotional, you are getting emotional".  I can't help being emotional.  I am 200 pounds of emotion and it just bubbles all over the place.  

When we are dealing in the spiritual realm, we have to do it with passion that does not wound.  You will never make a convert by drawing their blood.  When you go fishing, you have to catch the fish before you can skin it.  If you try to skin it you will never catch it.  My mother used to say that you catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.   Not with the bitterness of venom from your tongue 

When you are convinced of your own belief and at the same time you are so emotionally upset about the other's unbelief in your belief, that you take umbrage from it and your pride has been wounded because they do not think as you do and in the process you are decimating your arguments in front of them and you are losing credibility.  If you try to get at the persons themselves instead of reasoning an argument with them, you are immediately at the point of envy and jealousy.  You are being vindictive at this point.  

You will never teach that way.  You will drive the person away because you have first of all, a radical attitude.  It is fanaticism.  Truth is held onto without a balanced reasoning.  And there is violence involved.  

Have you ever had the feeling that sometimes, when someone is arguing with you, you just want to get up and pop them right in the mouth?  That's OK.  That's a feeling, a temptation.  What you do with it might be a problem.  A Christian would never “pop them in the mouth.”  He would dismiss it as a temptation and get rid of it immediately.  If you dilly-dally and toy with it and enjoy the fantasy of the idea, you are approaching what Jesus said: if a man lusts after a woman with his heart, he has already committed adultery with her.  You don't even get the benefit of the enjoyment of it.  If you toy with the idea of what you would do with your enemy in an argument, you are already on the road to spiritual jealousy.  

What is this bitterness that comes out of the bitter root of envy or jealousy?  It regards your opponent as not worthy of continuing to live.  Rather than being a friend that has to be persuaded, he becomes an enemy to be gotten rid of.  Ever felt that way?  I have.  That's bitterness to the point that you are going to get even and that's not yours to do.  Revenge is mine, says the Lord.   

Dissension starts, disharmony starts, manipulation of a community starts, by working behind the scene, quietly, where nobody knows what is going on at night and in little groups which the rest of the community doesn't know about it.  It all starts when you say that YOUR ideas are better than anybody else's ideas and you are going to force them through.  You are now splitting the unity of the community.  

The Holy Spirit is the community maker, the uniter.  The devil, the "diabolo.”  The word diabolo comes from "bolo," ball, “dia," through.  In Greek it means to throw a ball through and make a strike and separate.  The devil is a separator.  Wherever there comes a decision point in a community that splits the harmony, you can bet it is not of the Lord.   If it was done behind closed doors and not up front to see the light of day it not of the Lord.  It didn't start with the Lord and it won't end with the Lord.  The Lord is always up front and you know what the cost is going to be.  And the cost for every Christian is the cross, the tomb, the resurrection.  And you've got to go through the first two to get to the third.  Remember what the Lord said about Rabbi Paul when Ananias was worried about going to this Christian killer:


“The Lord replied, 'Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to bring my name before 

gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; [16] I myself will show him how much he 

must suffer for my name.'"  Acts 9: 15-16


St.  Faustina learned early on what her main mission would be when she wrote in the Diary 135:

“…At that very moment my intellect was strangely illumined. A vision passed before the eyes of my soul; it was like the vision Jesus had in the Garden of Olives. First, the physical sufferings and all the circumstances that would increase them; [then] the full scope of the spiritual sufferings and those that no one would know about. Everything entered into the vision: false suspicions, loss of good name. I’ve summarized it here, but this knowledge was already so clear that what I went through later on was in no way different from what I had known at that moment. My name is to be: “sacrifice.”

Arrogance.  Arrogance is pride in the knowledge or authority that you have.  It leads you to be absolutely correct so that you will not even talk to some people.  The reason a split has taken place between the Catholic Church and Protestant Sects is because the church representatives would not send Theologians to argue with them.  That is arrogance.  Thank heavens that Pope Benedict XVI is in dialogue with many dissenting groups.

But the point that underlies all this is that God will even work in those circumstances.  Prime example is King David who is married.   Notice that David decides to skip the normal events of his duties:


“At the turn of the year, at the time when kings go campaigning, David sent Joab and with 


him his guards and all Israel. They massacred the Ammonites and laid siege to Rabbah-of-the-


Ammonites. David, however, remained in Jerusalem. 2 Samuel 11: 1
When David should be in the field of battle, he walks on his roof top one afternoon and he sees Bethsheba bathing on her rooftop.  He likes what he sees, her husband is off to war, he invites her over to a candlelight dinner.  You don't have a candlelight dinner one on one when you are married and she is not married to you.  Of course a few months later word comes over from Bethsheba:  "I am pregnant."  What happened to that child?  It died, didn't it.  David, the man of God after God's own heart, prayed before the Lord.  He prayed before the Lord but the child died.  In frustration, David has her husband, Uriah the Hittite, killed.  David takes her as his wife and she conceives again.  Who is the son now?  Jesus come from the Davidic line through Solomon.  

God is in the recycling business.  God uses everything.  Joseph, second in command in Egypt knows this and says to his frighten brothers when their father, Jacob, dies:

“When the Canaanites, the local inhabitants, witnessed the mourning at Goren-ha-Atad, they said, 'This is a solemn act of mourning by the Egyptians,' which is why the place was given the name Abel-Mizraim—it is across the Jordan. 

12] His sons did what he had ordered them to do for him. [13] His sons carried him to Canaan and buried him in the cave in the field at Machpelah, facing Mamre, which Abraham had bought from Ephron the Hittite as a burial site of his own. 

14] Then Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all those who had come up with him to bury his father.

[15] Seeing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, 'What if Joseph intends to treat us as enemies and pay us back for all the wrong we did him?' [16] So they sent this message to Joseph: 'Before your father died, he gave us this order: [17] "You are to say to Joseph: Now please forgive the crime and faults of your brothers and all the wrong they did you." So now please forgive the crime of the servants of your father's God.' Joseph wept at the message they sent to him. 

[18] Then his brothers went to him themselves and, throwing themselves at his feet, said, 'Take us as your slaves!' [19] But Joseph replied, 'Do not be afraid; is it for me to put myself in God's place? [20] The evil you planned to do me has by God's design been turned to good, to bring about the present result: the survival of a numerous people. [21] So there is no need to be afraid; I shall provide for you and your dependants.' In this way he reassured them by speaking affectionately to them.”  Genesis 50: 1-21
W can come to God and say: God, I am damaged goods.  And God says: “Good, I got something to tinker with.”  You turn yourself over to Him and all of a sudden a damaged talent is suddenly new.  

What was something that was to look upon and be ashamed of has now been turned into something that is of glory.  Just as the wounds that Jesus bears are His Marks of Glory.  The sins that have been covered over by His blood are now our marks of glory.  Not because they are sins, but because we gave them to God to do something with them and they not have the prints of the blood-stained hands of Jesus on them.  

The difference between envy and jealousy is a very fine line, but it is very important that you know that when you are in spiritual direction or you are counseling someone.  Basically I would say this: if you are in a class and they have a ranking on grade point average and you are number 2 with 3.85 and number 1 is 3.97, and you want his 3.97, you are envious because you want what he or she has.  Now, if you are number 1 and you have a 3.97 and number 2 is down here with 3.85 and you try to keep him or her at 3.85, you are jealous that you might lose what you have, that is your position of being number 1.  That is the difference between jealousy and envy.  

Jealousy and envy were the roots sins in the Garden of Eden.  Why?  The devil said to them: 

“Then the snake said to the woman, 'No! You will not die! [5] God knows in fact that the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good from evil.' 

Genesis 3: 4-5
Jealousy of God’s status and ability?  Envious of His knowledge.  So Adam and Eve are condemned to death.

Next sin.  Adam knew his wife and she conceived and she had a firstborn son and his name was Cain and Cain became a tiller of the Earth and Adam knew his wife again and she conceived and had a second son whose name was Abel, and Abel was a shepherd of flocks.  One day Abel came before the Lord and Cain came before the Lord and Cain took some of the produce of the field and offered it to the Lord, but Abel took the firstborn of his flock and gave it to the Lord.  The Lord received with favor Abel's sacrifice but He did not receive with favor Cain's.  Cain was envious of his brother and jealous that Abel’s gift was accepted and not his.  So he went out and slew him.  

Spiritual envy and spiritual jealousy always end in death.  Be it death of a person or death of the community that the Holy Spirit has put together, or death of the union of husband and wife.   They always end in death.  “The wages of sin are death.” 

Do you remember the beautiful reading from Elijah when he was in a cave?  Why was Elijah up in the cave?  He was hiding out.  If ever you do a powerful work for the Lord, who will be right behind?  Jezebel.  And who is Jezebel?  Jezebel is the wife of Ahab.  She was a worshipper of Baal.  What did Baal worshippers do?  Prostitution!  What did Elijah just get through doing?  He had a fire contest.  Who can build the best barbecue.  

But as soon as Elijah had won he took on all the prophets of Baal and slew them all.  When Jezebel heard about it she said: I am coming after you.  You know what Elijah did?  Picked up the skirt of his robe and ran.  He went hiding out.  He is cowering in the cave.  

The Lord said: What are you doing here?  Want to hear the lie?  Hear the lie now!  I am jealous for the Lord and I am the only one left and they are about to kill me.  

If you read the rest of the story he says the same line: I am the only one left and they are going to kill me.  The Lord, in a sense says: Shut up, I've got 7,000 like you that I haven't revealed yet.  


"He replied, 'I am full of jealous zeal for Yahweh, God Sabaoth, because the Israelites have 

abandoned your covenant, have torn down your altars and put your prophets to the sword. I 

am the only one left and now they want to kill me.' [15] 'Go,' Yahweh said, 'go back by the 

same way to the desert of Damascus. You must go and anoint Hazael as king of Aram. [16] 

You must anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, of 

Abel-Meholah, as prophet to succeed you. [17] Anyone who escapes the sword of Hazael will 

be put to death by Jehu; and anyone who escapes the sword of Jehu will be put to death by 

Elisha. [18] But I shall spare seven thousand in Israel; all the knees that have not bent 

before Baal, all the mouths that have not kissed him.'"  1 Kings 19: 14-18

And when you think you are the only one who has the answer in a situation, God is going to come to you and say: I've got 7,000 better than you.  And you've got to learn really quick that when God called you there were probably six others who said no.  

Look how God acts when He is for His name.  One of the best examples is in Ezechiel:

 
"I shall pass on you the sentence that adulteresses and murderesses receive; I shall hand you 

over to their jealous fury; [39] I shall hand you over to them; they will destroy your mound 

and pull down your high place; they will tear off your clothes, take away your jewels and 

leave you stark naked. [40] Then they will call an assembly of citizens to deal with you, who 

will stone you to death and hack you to pieces with their swords, [41] and burn down your 

premises and execute justice on you, while many other women look on; and I shall put an 

end to your whoring: no more paid lovers for you! [42] Once my fury is exhausted with you, 

then my jealousy will leave you; I shall be calm and not angry any more.”  Ezekiel 16: 38-42

God means it.  It is a perversion what we do in the name of Christianity to other Christians.  I have been in Assemblies of God where I have gone to get good teachings when I couldn't find it somewhere else, only to hear them to bitterly harangue against the Catholic Church, the Pope, but most of all Mary.  

What can we do about spiritual jealousy?  First of all be alert to the circumstances.  I can guarantee you that before you come into a ministry God will bring up a younger, more capable, better looking, more intelligent person right next to you.  

Saul is made king.  Saul is a strapping man.  They said he was head and shoulders above everybody else.  Saul doesn't do what the Lord wants and the Lord gets upset.  He goes down and he finds the seventh son all the way down.  He is out in the field, a young guy named David.  He didn't seek the job but God anoints him.  Kills Goliath, goes into the services, becomes the captain of the army for Saul.  David goes to war and does a superb job.  The ladies come out with their tambourines and start singing a song and the song is: “Saul killed his thousands but David killed his tens of thousands,” and Saul hears this and it is said he becomes jealous. 

"On their return, when David was coming back from killing the Philistine, the women came 

out of all the towns of Israel singing and dancing to meet King Saul, with tambourines, 

sistrums and cries of joy; [7] and as they danced the women sang:

    Saul has killed his thousands,

    and David his tens of thousands.

 [8] Saul was very angry; the incident displeased him. 'They have given David the tens of 

thousands,' he said, 'but me only the thousands; what more can he have, except the throne?' 

[9] And Saul watched David jealously from that day onwards."  1 Samuel 18: 6-9  


Spiritual jealousy?  Yes.  The King is the anointed governmental representative of Yahweh. He is upset that he fears that he is going to be replaced because he says: the only thing that remains for David is to take my place.  And what does Saul do?  It is one attempt after another to kill David.  Spiritual jealousy will lead you down to death every time.  

I am sitting down in San Antonio, I get a call to come back to Leavenworth before I even came to apply to become the lay chairman for the Kansas side of the Charismatic Renewal.  They can't pay me a salary so they don't hire me.  Six months later, the only job I can get is in Leavenworth is at the State Penitentiary.  I come back and I am not looking for anything.  And three months later they lay hands on me and make me a chairman, still not paying me.  What happens on the Missouri side: a handsome, young, well-educated, talented, good teacher, is hired.  Paid!  That's God.  He will put it right next to you to see what you will do with it.  And if you don't support one another in unity, God will kill the relationship.  

Do you remember the story in the Gospel of John, chapter 21, Jesus is on the shore and calls out to them “Haven’t you caught anything, friends?” (verse 5).  He directs them to throw their nets on the other side.  When come ashore, we get the rests of His humor.  It reads:  

“As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread there and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. [10] Jesus said, 'Bring some of the fish you have just caught.' [11] Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net ashore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not broken”. John 21: 9-11
    This is the place of Peter's primacy.  That's where Jesus gives Peter the chance to say three times that he loves Him after he had denied Him three times.

Now, let me show you how human Peter is.  Peter has just had a sense of embarrassment, hasn't he?  The Gospel says that Peter was embarrassed:  “Peter was hurt that he asked him a third time, ‘Do you love me?’”  Have you ever been in an embarrassing situation like that, when you tried to make yourself to look good?  And you always say the most stupid things?  You always try to bring up something that will draw the attention to somebody else's fault, or something like that.  Peter when he hears what kind of death he will have for the Glory of God scripture says: 

“In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to God. After this he said, 'Follow me.'  [20] Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them—the one who had leant back close to his chest at the supper and had said to him, 'Lord, who is it that will betray you?' [21] Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, 'What about him, Lord?' [22] Jesus answered, 'If I want him to stay behind till I come, what does it matter to you? You are to follow me.'”  John 21: 19-22  

You talk about spiritual jealousy:  'What about him, Lord?'    Jesus answered basically “That is none of your business.”

When you go to the Lord and say: why does this person get this and I don’t?  The Lord is going to answer you: “What does that matter to you?”    It doesn't.  It has nothing to do with your relationship with the Lord unless you make it a bone of contention.  If your eyes are on Jesus and you look over and you praise the Lord that that young man is over there, doing better than you are,  then thank God that He has taken a numbskull like you and let you come up a little higher on the table.  Turn it around to the glory of God.  

Saint Faustina wrote in Diary Entry 633:


“I am greatly surprised at how one can be so jealous. When I see someone else’s good, I rejoice at it as if it were mine. The joy of others is my joy, and the suffering of others is my suffering, for otherwise I would not dare to commune with the Lord Jesus. The spirit of Jesus is always simple, meek, sincere; all malice, envy, and unkindness disguised under a smile of good will are clever little devils. A severe word flowing from sincere love does not wound the heart.”

How can you handle it when you begin to be jealous?  How can you handle it when you begin to feel envy?  How can you handle it when the bitterness starts going into the things that you are doing wrong or not right and you want to make yourself look good?  Remember 1st Corinthians, Chapter 13.  It tells us this about love:


"Love is always patient and kind; love is never jealous…." 1 Corinthians 13: 4

When the root of jealousy begins to grow in me, when envy begins to take over I go to Chapter 13 of 1st Corinthians and I change the text just a little bit and this is the way I read Chapter 13, verses 4 on: 

"Rick is always patient and kind.  Rick is never jealous.  Rick is not boastful or conceited.  Rick is never rude and never seeks his own advantage.  Rick does not take offense or store up grievances.  Rick does not rejoice in wrongdoing but finds the joy to be in the truth.  Rick is always ready to make allowances, to trust, to hope and to endure whatever comes.”

Why do I say it that way?  Why will I speak it out loud?  Because in Romans Paul says:

"But it is in that way faith comes, from hearing, and that means hearing the word 

of Christ."  Romans 10: 17

I am putting into my spirit what God wants in my spirit and to make it positively evident to me.   I use my own name in it.  Praying the Scriptures of God that way in our life you will avoid any actions that will cause disunity, disharmony, or dissension.  You won't hide them in the dark, you won't do them in secret.  You will be up front, above board all the time, because the Lord sees your heart and He knows your intentions and the Lord rejoices in everyone we come in contact with.  

We hear the Word of God telling us how to act since we hear the Word of God with our name right in it.  Then there will be no spiritual jealousy in your life and there will be no more death in your community.  
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