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As we get ready to begin the Novena to Divine Mercy, I must warn you that Satan is really going to get mad at us and attempt to make us fail.   He hates anyone who works to save souls through Jesus’ Divine Mercy.  Saint Faustina writes about her experiences with Satan and what Jesus had to say.  Please note that it takes place on Holy Thursday before the beginning of the Divine Mercy Novena on Good Friday:

Diary Entry 411
“Last Thursday, toward the end of my prayers, I felt this grace, and it lasted for an unusually long time, for it was throughout Mass, so that I thought I would die of joy. At such times, my knowledge of God and His attributes becomes more acute, and also I know my own self and my misery much better. I am amazed at the Lord’s great condescension to such a miserable soul as mine. After Holy Mass, I felt completely immersed in God and am still conscious of His every glance into the depth of my heart. About midday I entered the chapel for a moment, and again the power of grace struck my heart. As I continued in a state of recollection, Satan took a flowerpot and angrily hurled it to the ground with all his might. I saw all his rage and his jealousy. 

Diary Entry 412
There was no one in the chapel, so I got up, picked up the pieces of the flowerpot, repotted the flower and tried to do all this before anyone came in. But I did not manage to do so, as Mother Superior [Borgia] came in at that moment together with the sister sacristan93 and several other sisters. Mother Superior was surprised that I had been touching something on the altar and (172) thus caused the flowerpot to fall. Sister sacristan showed her displeasure, and I did my best not to explain or excuse myself. But towards evening I felt very exhausted and could not make my Holy Hour, so I asked Mother Superior to allow me to go to bed early. I fell asleep as soon as I lay down, but at about eleven o’clock Satan shook my bed. I awoke instantly, and I started to pray peacefully to my Guardian Angel. Then I saw the souls who were doing penance in purgatory. They appeared like shadows, and among them I saw many demons. One of these tried to vex me; taking the form of a cat, he kept throwing himself onto my bed and on my feet, and he was quite heavy, as if [weighing] a ton.

I kept praying the rosary all the while, and toward dawn these beings vanished, and I was able to get some sleep. When I entered the chapel in the morning I heard a voice in my soul, You are united to Me; fear nothing. But know, my child, that Satan hates you; he hates every soul, but he burns with a particular hatred for you, because you have snatched so many souls from his dominion.

Holy Thursday, April 18.
In the Gospel of Luke and only in the Gospel of Luke you find these interesting verses.  But before I read and comment on them, let me set them up.

1- Jesus is at table and has just celebrated the first Eucharist.


2-
The treachery of Judas is foretold (in the beginning of the chapter we 


learn that "Satan entered into Judas"--the Greek means to be 

in--appear in.  Probably a good description of Possession.

3-      But Satan was having a field day at that first Eucharist, because they 

apostles begin to argue in v. 24 who was the greatest, but Jesus nips    

that in the bud by reversing standards:
"No; the greatest among you must behave as if he were the 



youngest, the leader as if he were the one who serves.  For who 



is the greater: the one at table or the one who serves?  The one 



at table, surely?  Yet here am I among you as one who serves!"  



v 26b - 27)


4-
Then he says some interesting things:




"You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my trials: 




and now I confer a kingdom on you, just as my Father 





conferred one on me: you will eat and drink at my table in my 




kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes 




of Israel."  (v 28-30)


You would think that with all the Jesus has said to them and that he has given them the kingdom and will make them judges of Israel and in his own words they have been faithful to him in all his trials that there would be no worry about their stumbling and falling.


But no!  Jesus now warns the head of the apostles to be weary!

"'Simon, Simon!  Look, Satan has got his wish to sift you all like wheat; but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail, and once you have recovered, you in your turn must strengthen your brothers.'  'Lord,' he answered, 'I would be ready to go to prison with you, and to death.'  Jesus replied, 'I tell you, Peter, by the time the cock crows today you will have denied three times that you knew me.'"  22: 31-34

People do not want to hear about Satan and what he might do to us and that we might have to do spiritual battle with him.  But, if he can take on Peter, the chosen of Christ as He did Christ--what makes you think you are going to be spared.


I truly believe there is a Peter Principle here that clearly describes the path to Christian maturity--and it isn't a smooth highway!


Not wanting to be harassed by Satan, not wanting to understand the spiritual warfare is deadly, not wanting to be confronted by evil, is just as bad as denying evil or a personal devil exists.


David Wilkerson, The Cross and the Switchblade, once was talking to Kathryn Kulhman and she said to him when he talked about ministering to the druggies in Times Square:



"David, don't ever take lightly this subject of spiritual battles or the satanic powers.  It's a sobering topic!"

Shortly after that, David Wilkerson's Times Square Church was featured in the New York Times under the story by-lines "Times Square Church Gets Rave Reviews."  It was picked up by newspapers overseas in Sweden, Italy and other countries.  David Wilkerson commented:

"If the secular press has taken notice of what is taking place here, then, what do you think is going on in hell?  Nothing less than a war council against us!"


In Christ's day, grain workers used a sieve just before they sacked grain. 


They shoveled the wheat into a square box covered with netting.


They turned the box upside down and shook it violently.


The grit and dirt would fall through the fine netting.


Then they would gently throw the contents into the air.


The chaff and husks would be blown away by the wind.


The wheat would fall back into the netting.


What Jesus is saying to Peter is this:  

"Satan thinks you are nothing by dirt and grit--and when he puts you in the sieve and shakes you, you will fall to the ground.  And if you survive that, when he tosses you in the air you will be buffeted by the wind and be lost to the harvest!

FIRST PETER PRINCIPLE:

Sifting comes immediately after a Revelation of great blessings to come.

Just before this when Jesus gives them the kingdom and makes them judges, the Greek word means to appoint you.  In Jeremiah 1: 4-5, God uses that term about Jeremiah's mission before he was born and by conclusion--God appoints all of us.


Satan, being the accuser has a self-appointed role to prove God wrong in his appoint of you, by sifting you so that you do not measure up to that appointment.


1-
So as soon as you claim a ministry, charism or gift, you are guaranteed to be sifted.  (Let me say that the Role of Intercessor during the Divine Mercy Novena is a major Ministry since it is appointed by Jesus Christ Himself).

2-
Whether you like it or not, it will happen as you mature in Christianity.  


3-
The corollary is: If you aren't sifted, you aren't growing!


Satan might say this about Peter if we paraphrase the Book of Job:

"The Son of God calls this man Simon, a Rock, saying he would build a church on his kind of faith.  He wants to make Peter a foundation stone of a new body of believers.  I say he is a not a rock of faith--I say he is chaff and unworthy to be an instrument of your glory.  Let me shake him; let me put him to the test.  He has a evil streak!  He won't last!  He's going to fall.

SECOND PETER PRINCIPLE

SATAN CANNOT SIFT A TRUE BELIEVER EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF GOD.



Jesus says in verse 22: 31 b "Look, Satan has got his wish to sift you all like 


wheat;"


It is his wish, but he can't just do it on his own.  He must have permission to tempt a true believer.  In Job, chapter 1, we learn that Satan must have permission to sift a saint.  And there are limits imposed--he does not have free reign--unless we invite him in as Judas did:  "Then Satan entered into Judas" 22: 3

THIRD PETER PRINCIPLE:

SATAN GOES AFTER THE TREE WITH THE MOST POTENTIAL TO BEAR FRUIT.


Peter has been going around with Jesus for three years casting out devils and healing the sick.


Satan heard and knew what God planned for him.


Satan heard Jesus promise them another baptism, in the Holy Spirit, with power, and Satan trembled!


He had to get to Peter before he was energized!

Like Peter we must listen to Jesus and understand that there are two powers in this world at work to have us.  We must know that besides having an adversary, we also have an advocate (I John 2: 1)


How is Satan going to sift us?  What are his basic strategies?

SIFTED BY DOUBTS


Satan attempts to shake us from our faithfulness to Christ though planting doubts in our minds.


This has been one of his principle methods of attack from the first time he sifted mankind.  He knows if he can get us to doubt God's word we can be more easily moved to disobey his will.


He used this line of attack on Adam and Eve: "Did God really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?" (Genesis 3:1)  Then he gave them the lie after he has instilled the doubt: “Then the snake said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die!  God knows in fact that the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good from evil!’” (Genesis 3: 4-5)



Instead of bringing death, the fruit would bring enlightenment, divinity perception and wisdom. (By the way all the claims of the New Age.) Far from being a dreadful experience, Satan said it would be a delightful one.  He made sin look so beautiful and desirable that Adam and Eve yielded.


He followed the same line with Jesus:  

"Then he led him to Jerusalem and set him on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If your are Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: He has given his angels orders about you, to guard you and again: They will carry you in their arms in case you trip over a stone.’”  Luke 4: 9-10)


His quotation is right--his application is wrong.


The word of God has been given to us as a guiding light in the way of righteousness.  DON'T ADD OR SUBTRACT FROM IT:

“’And now, Israel, listen to the laws and customs which I am teaching you today, so that, by observing them, you may survive to enter and take possession of he country which Yahweh, God of your ancestors, is giving  you.  You must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing form it, but keep the commands of Yahweh your God just as I lay them down for you.” Deuteronomy 4; 1-2

SIFTED BY DESIRES TURNED TO LUST


Desires are not wrong!  Proverbs 13: 12 says:



"Hope deferred makes the heart sick,



but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life."
But James tells us in James 1: 14

"Everyone is put to the test by being attracted and seduced by 
that person's own wrong desire.  Then the desire conceives and gives birth to sin, and when sin reaches full growth, it gives birth to death."


Because Peter had been praised by Jesus, been trained by Jesus, been honored by Jesus, he was overconfident.  Peter wanted to measure up to Peter's perceived expectation that Jesus had of him.  He was overconfident and would boast and so act recklessly:

"'Lord,' he answered, " I would be ready to go to prison with you and to death.'  Jesus replied, 'I tell you, Peter, by the time the cock crows today you will have denied three times that you know me.'" Luke 22: 33-34 


Notice the irony here!  At the beginning of this conversation Jesus addresses him as Simon, Simon.  When he boasts to Jesus, Jesus comes back with Peter (yeah, you all rock of confidence, you.).


We are like fish who are swimming a straight course up the river to spawn and are lured and drawn off course by something more attractive, only to discover too late that the bait had a deadly hook in it.


Satan appeals to our desires and hooks us very quickly for in Proverbs it says:



"More than all else, keep watch over your heart, 



since here are the wellsprings of life." 4: 23


So you must always have your desires in right priority.  And the first should be:



"One thing I ask of Yahweh,



one thing I seek: 



to dwell in Yahweh's house 



all the days of my life, 



to enjoy the sweetness of Yahweh 



to seek out his temple.” Psalm 27: 4

or you might be sifted by Satan and be given the wrong desire of your heart:



"They ate as much food as they wanted, 



he satisfied all their cravings.




but their cravings were still upon the,



the food was still in their mouths,



when the wrath of God attacked them,




slaughtering their strongest men,




laying low the flower of Israel."  Ps 78: 29-31

What happened?  Read Numbers 11: 33.  God in allowing you to be sifted might just give you the desire of your heart!!!!!!!!


SIFTED BY DISAPPOINTMENTS

Jesus knew that Peter was going to fall!  And he told Peter that he would fall.

"…and once you have recovered, you in your turn must strengthen your brothers." Luke 22: 32b

Isn’t it interesting in verse 31 that Jesus says:



“Satan has got his wish to sift you all like wheat;” Luke 22: 31

but it is Peter who is told how he will fall, that he will fall and when he recovers he must strengthen the others.  


They are to learn from Peter--his primacy is established even in this verse!


But to insure that Peter does not wallow in his disappointments and become so discouraged that he lose heart, Jesus tells him



"...but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail," v 32b


Peter could have gone into such a depression because here he was the Rock, sinking to the bottom, how I am going to be the leader of this mob when I can't even follow my Lord, I'm a laughing stock.


But Peter got the encouragement from Jesus that Jesus had prayed for him and that it would not be fatal:



"...and once you have recovered."  Luke 22: 32b


So it is with us.  We will fall, we will fail, we will become discouraged by disappointments, but we will recover.


When I began to recount all the times in my life I have been rejected and disappointed, especially in the Charismatic Renewal, I used to talk about it to my wife and she would say, “Well you better learn the lesson of why you are failing.”

But I came to understand that failing and rejection are not the same.  Jesus didn't fail in his mission from the Father, but he was rejected by almost everyone.


Disappointment is not necessarily failure.  Disappointment may be the result of premature execution of an action--the bridge may not be built yet.


Disappointment may be the means by which you learn to depend entirely on God.


But Jesus not only prayed for Peter, he prayed for the other apostles and also for us:

"I pray not only for these but also for those who through their teaching will come to believe in me." John 17: 20

So when you recover after you fall--encourage and strengthen the brethren.

RIGHT NOW SOME OF YOU ARE IN THE SIEVE--AND YOU ARE BEING SHAKEN AND SIFTED.  WHY YOU?  WHY NOW?


First of all, you ought to rejoice that God has given you such a reputation in Hell!  Satan would have asked God's permission to sift you because you were being obedient.  Why else would the enemy want to spend his efforts on you, harassing you, troubling you, scaring and shaking you and all that you have?


Satan is sifting you because you play an important part of God's church in these last days of Divine Mercy.  God is doing a new thing once again in this last, great revival.  You have been set apart by God, set free and prepared to be a powerful witness to many. The greater your gifts, the greater your potential, the greater your surrender to the will of God--the more severe your sifting will be.

PETER THOUGHT HE WAS SPIRITUALLY STRONG ENOUGH TO DIE FOR CHRIST--PRESUMPTION


Peter was not aware of the glaring weakness in himself.   Listen to his testimony:  "'Lord! I'm ready to go with you!  I've had three wonderful years of the best training in the Word possible.  I've been around--I've got experience.  I've seen demons run.  I've moved crowds toward God.  I've grown so much--I'm not the man I was three years ago.  Praise God!  I'm ready and I'm going all the way!'"

Even the Lord's warning did not shake Peter's self-confidence.  Jesus was trying to shock him, to wake him up to the danger just ahead.  But it is as if Peter did not hear a word of this shocking warning.  It made no impression on him because he had no discernment.


Peter was in gave danger, only hours away from committing an unbelievable sin.  Yet he went confidently on his way, boasting, "I'm ready!  I won't fail.  If anybody is going all the way, it's me!"


Some of you reading this right now are just like Peter.  God has His hand on you--you've grown in the Lord--but you don't think you can fall.   You're not aware that Satan is about to sift you and that you're going to be greatly assaulted by the enemy.


One example comes to my mind: There was a powerful evangelist who felt so righteously called by God that he could do not wrong.  Recall the public recurrent moral failure of Jimmy Swaggart and his holier than thou criticism of Jimmy Baker and Marvin Gorman.  We see the spirit of self-righteousness--what he accused others of doing in sexual moral failure came to be his own moral downfall.


Unlike Peter who went out and wept and sought the Lord's repentance and forgiveness--Jimmy Swaggart refused to submit to authority and struck out on his own--away from the Assemblies of God--establishing his own headship.


The statement of Jesus comes true in Jimmy Swaggart's case and is a lesson to us:

"For in the way that you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it shall be measured to you."  (Matthew 7: 2; 18: 35)


Satan knew exactly where to sift Jimmy and Jimmy fell through the sifting net onto the ground.  Even so, if he had repented, sought headship and submitted to authority--Jimmy could now be strengthening his brothers.  As it is, that which he put his heart into (his ministry) instead of the Lord, is being consumed.  Just like it says in scripture:

"You correct human beings by punishing sin, Like a moth you eat away all their desires--."  Psalm 39: 11


This example should be a sober warning to all of us.  May God drive out any spiritual pride in our hearts, and may we heed His warnings from the Word and from the pulpit.  You see, within 24 house of Peter's boasting, he was to become a moral cripple, cursing, carried away by cowardice, denying Christ three times--doing something so evil and wicked he never even could have conceived it possible!

JESUS COULD NOT--AND WOULD NOT--AND DID NOT STOP THE SIFTING PROCESS FOR PETER


There was something inside this disciple that three years of pure teaching could not touch; that miracles, signs and wonders could not shake; that Christ's warnings could not dig out.


There was nothing left for Jesus to do but to let Peter go into the fire--into the hands of Satan and an overwhelming flood.


Peter's free will choices prevented Christ from acting.


Peter had to be broken and humbled--he had to see the pride lurking in his heart.  And so it is with some of us.  We may have such a lack of discernment, such blindness because of our self-confidence that, like Peter, the sifting of Satan is the only alternative left to God short of violating His own gift of free will to us.

JESUS SET THE EXAMPLE OF HOW TO TREAT OUR BROTHERS WHO FALL DURING THEIR SIFTING.



"'But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.'"  

(Luke 22: 32)


I see this wonderful example of Christ's love and realize I know almost nothing about how to love those who fall.  Surely Jesus is that Friend that is "...closer than a brother."  (Proverbs 18: 24b)


Jesus sees both the good and the bad in Peter and concludes, "This man is worth saving!  Satan desires him, but I desire him all the more."  Judas would not be saved!  He had lost any heart for the Lord.  He was sold out to greed and covetousness, and this was the open door to Satan.  But Peter truly loved the Lord!

Jesus said, "but I have prayed for you" not "I will pray for you."  Jesus had seen this coming of a long time.  He probably had spent many hours with His Father talking about Peter--how He loved him, how needed he was in God's Kingdom, how He valued him as a friend.


Lord, give all of us that kind of love!  That way, when we see someone compromising or heading for trouble or disaster, we will love them enough to warn them as firmly as Jesus did Peter.  Then we will be able to say, "I'm praying for you!"

We need to say it in love, not in an accusing way, such as "You are so bad, so compromised--you need all the prayer help you can get!"  Or, "I'm going to pray for you--you sure need it!"  No, we must say it with love--and then do it.

Take these people by intercession to the throne of God, plead for them to come through their trials with their faith intact.  That is our mission in Divine Mercy!


Jesus did not lecture Peter.  He did not say, "Peter, if only you'd listened to me.  If only you'd stayed awake and prayed with me.  If only you weren't so proud!"
Rather, Jesus simply said, "I've prayed for you."

With Jimmy Swaggart, when I heard about what was happening to him, it was too long and too late before I prayed for him.  I even enjoyed the fact that he had his "comeuppance" since he had put so much of Catholicity down.  How wrong I was!  I should have prayed for him, his repentance and his conversion from hate and self-righteousness.  All I could say was:  "Well, he sure deserved it-he has messed up so many lives already!"  Not once did I pray that God would bring him back to a true faith in Christ.


"I have prayed for you” In the Greek the "you" is in the plural form meaning “all of you."  Jesus was speaking not only to Peter but to all the disciples--and to us today.




"It is for them that I pray.




I am not praying for the world




but for those you have given me,




because they belong to you.




All I have is yours




and all you have is mine,




and in them I am glorified,




I am no longer in the world,




but they are in the world,




and I am coming to you.




Holy Father,




keep those you have given me true to your name,




so that they may be one like us.




While I was with them,



I kept those you had given me true to your name.




I have watched over them and not one is lost




except one who was destined to be lost,




and this was to fulfill the scriptures.




But now I am coming to you




and I say these things in the world




to share my joy with them to the full.



I passed your word on to them,




and the world hated them,




because they belong to the world




no more than I belong to the world.




I am not asking you to remove them from the world,




but to protect them from the Evil One."  John 17: 9-15

Then in verse 20:  




"I pray not only for these but also for those who through their 




teaching will come to believe in me."

Jesus in this priestly prayer to the Father was praying for all of us not just the disciples there.  He makes that very explicit.

No matter what you are going through, no matter what lies ahead of you--if you have a heart full of love for Jesus, He's praying for you.  Jesus did not pray that Peter would be spared from Satan's sifting; rather, He prayed only that his faith would not fail. 

 And that is Satan's prime target: our faith.  In the span of just a few short hours, he brought circumstances into Peter's life that severely tested his faith and love for Jesus.


There are tests and trials, yes--but then there is sifting!  I see the latter as one major, all-out Satanic onslaught to overthrow our faith. It is usually compressed into a short but very intense period of time.  For Jesus it was 40 days and 40 nights, as Satan came at Him with every deception of darkness.  For Peter, it would be but a few days.  But those days would become the most faith-shaking, shocking and remorseful days of his life.  yet through it all, Jesus was praying!

JESUS OVERCAME THE DEVIL'S ONSLAUGHT WITH "IT IS WRITTEN!'



"It is written, Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God."  Matthew 4: 4



“For it is written, You shall not tempt the Lord your God."  Matthew 4: 7

"It is written, You shall worship the Lord you God, and him only shall you serve."  Matthew 4: 10


When Jesus was confronted with the devil's schemes, HE DIDN'T ARGUE WITH HIM.  We should follow the example of Jesus.  Every time Satan came after Jesus with a temptation, he met the temptation with a quotation from the Word of God.  He flatly refused to get involved with the Devil beyond that.

There are no more dangerous moments than these two here:



If you hesitate and have uncertainty--the devil has a foothold



If you try to argue with the greatest created mind in creation you will lose.


So DON'T ARGUE----QUOTE!

James gives us good advice when he says:




"Give in to God, then;




resist the devil, and he will run away from you.




The nearer you go to God,




the nearer God will come to you."  James 4: 8


Peter after he had been through this sifting encouraged his brothers and us by writing this in scripture:




"Bow down, then, before the power of God now,




so that he may raise you up in due time;




unload all your burden on to him,




since he is concerned about you.




Keep sober and alert,




because your enemy, the devil,




is on the prowl like a roaring lion,




looking of someone to devour.




Stand up to him,




strong in faith




and in the knowledge that it is the same kind of suffering




that the community of your brothers throughout the world




is undergoing."  I Peter 5: 6-9

The plan here is twofold for dealing with the problem of sifting.


The first part is to be actively alert and vigilant for any more on the enemy's part.


The second part is to strengthen your faith.  

How do we do that?  We must get into the word of the Lord.  That is how faith gets into the heart and overcomes pride.  I like the way The New Jerusalem Bible puts this quote:




"The word is very near to you;




It is in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the word of faith,





the faith we preach,




that if you declare with your mouth that Jesus is Lord,




and if you believe with your heart that God raised him from 





the dead




then you will be saved.




It is by believing with the heart that you are justified,




and by making the declaration with your lips that you will be 




saved. (Romans 10: 8-10)


And then it continues on with the famous scripture that we all know so well:




"But it is in that way faith comes,




from hearing,




and that means hearing the word of Christ."  (Romans 10: 17)


That is why scriptural prayer said out loud is so important for our hearts--so that faith is built up in us.  Praying that way builds up and strengthens our faith and gives it substance that the devil and angels can see as it says in Hebrews 11: 1.


Whether the devil comes to you through doubt, disappointments, desires or deceit, Satan's purpose is the same.  It is to separate you from your faith in and fellowship with Jesus Christ.  You must recognize him and resist him, and he will flee from you.


The more serious we are about growing in the character of Christ, the more temptations we are certain to face.   


Peter's faith was tested, shaken--and because of his pride he stumbled.  But in answer to the Master's prayer, the roots of his faith had not been destroyed.  So in the end his faith did not fail.   Just when Satan is shouting with glee and it looks like the Lord has lost a friend and an anointed one at that, with just one look into the eyes of Jesus, Peter Melted!  

"...and the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the Lord's words when he had said to him, 'Before the cock crows today, you will have disowned me three times.'  And he went outside and wept bitterly."  Luke 22: 61-62


"Wet bitterly" in Greek means actually “to give out a piercing, ear splitting, anguished, violent cry."  When Peter remembered the words of the Lord.  I can see Peter walking toward the Judean hills, falling on his face with hands outstretched and sobbing to God:

"Oh Father, He was so right!  I did not listen to him.  He warned me that Satan would attempt to destroy my faith.  I'm not ready!  Die for Jesus?  I can't even stand up to a maid!  Forgive me!  I Love Him--to whom shall I Go?”


I believe Peter's faith took hold of something else Jesus had said:

"…and once you have recovered, you in your turn must strengthen your brothers." (Luke 22: 32)

How many times did Peter play this over and over in his mind and heart, pondering to himself, "Didn't Jesus say "recovered", brought back?  Didn't he say I had a ministry?  After all I have done, I am still to help others?

Just see Peter's faith being built up as he goes over and over the words of Jesus which are now scripture:



"...and when you have recovered...."  


His faith is being built up and he is saying, 

"I will recover, I will recover, I am recovering, I am recovering, I have recovered by the Prayer of Jesus, I have recovered by the Prayer of Jesus.  Satan! Be gone!  I have failed him, I confess that.

But he has strengthened me by His prayer.  I still love him and he still loves me!  He promised and prophesied that I would recover and be a strength to others.  I claim that.  For I am not Simon, I am a Rock by his power and prayer and I will go back to my brothers and sisters and strengthen them!"


Peter was with the eleven disciples when Jesus appeared in their midst.  He was with John the first disciple to run to the tomb when it was told He had risen.   He was there worshipping when Jesus ascended into glory.   It was Peter who stood as God's spokesman on the day of Pentecost--and gave that most wonderful sermon!


I believe as the new wave of the Spirit comes flooding over the world. The New Springtime of John Paul II, the Great, and it will, there will be a multitude of converts, Jews and Gentiles alike, as well as many who have backsliden!


And where will they find strength in the troubled times ahead?


From recovered, sifted saints--who can say with the authority of experience: 
"Don't trust in yourself,” for scripture says: 


“Everyone, no matter how firmly he thinks he is standing, must be careful he does not fall.'"  (I Corinthians 10: 12)


Is there a seductive pull in your desire into lust or pornography?  Is some kind of deep trouble brewing?    Do you feel overwhelmed with disappointments in your?  Are you overconfident of your faith and strength in God?  Do you think you can argue the devil into oblivion?


Don't take it lightly!  Better to hear the words of Jesus and realize that Satan may have been given his desire to sift you.


You don't have to fall because right after that from I Corinthians Paul says:

"None of the trials which have come upon you is more than a human being can stand.  You can trust that God will not let you be put to the test beyond your strength, but with any trial will also provide a way out by enabling you to put up with it."  I Corinthians 10: 13

But if you do fall, take heart in the Peter Principle.  Jesus did not say to Peter, "If

you recover."  Jesus says very boldly and forcefully, "When you recover!"


I want with confidence to tell all weeping, broken, suffering sheep:



WHEN THIS SIFTING IS OVER



WHEN YOUR FAITH IS STRONGER



WHEN YOU RECOVER



GOD WILL USE YOU!


And don't give up on those who fall.


Remember, Satan wouldn't waste his time to come against you or them unless he has had a glimpse of the holiness and obedience in your heart and what God can do through you.


Peter learned from experience and it is from experience that he writes to us in Scripture (II Peter 1: 10)

"...never allow your choice or calling to waver; then there will be no danger of stumbling.…”


Stand firm in faith--you need not fall.


But if you do---recover quickly 


And strengthen your brothers and sisters!



Jesus said to St. Faustina in her frustration:

“When I learned how great are the difficulties in this whole work, I went to the Lord and said, ‘Jesus, don’t You see how they are hindering Your work?’  And I heard a voice in my soul: ‘Do as much as is in your power, and don’t worry about the rest.  This difficulties prove that this work is Mine.  Be at peace so long as you do all that is in your power.’”  Diary Entry 1295

PAGE  
11

